* A1l Hallows Church, Ringmore, Xingsbridge, Devon,

Prebendary F,C, Hingeston Randolph ?? oireca 1880s,

"The walls of the Havo (unlike those of the Chaneel which were
pointed internally), were glastered throughout, and richly

adorned with colour, of shish there were traces everywhere,

Above the Chancel-arch, which i1s of Thirteenth Century work, the
painting renains, the whole surface of the wall looking woatuard
being covered with a bold and beautiful diaper-pattern, of the
same oarly date, In the days of ignorance it had been hidden by
succeasive coats of coarse plaster and white wash, on which
several gsets of the Decalogue had been coarsely painted at
succeasive periods; but happily, no injury was done to the
interesting and precious treasure of antient village-art which
they concealed, and very little touching up was necded to restore
it to its orisinal beauty, Here the plaster, as thin as a biscuit
and wonderfully hard, is as sound and fim as it over was; but
that of the other walls had taken wet everywvhere, and was so utterly
rotten that none of it could be retained, Of coursoc the intings
perished with it; but, here and there fragments of the subjects
gould be traced - a picture of the Crifixion hard by where the
antient Pulpit must have stood, and new onc gtands anu the
Legend of St, Christopher opposite the main entrance,..™
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Medieval wall paintings are
revealed in blaze of colour

By David Leigh and Tony Parkinson
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Last summer a remote, derelict
medieval chusrehd in South Wales
wis demolished. It now exists
only as a forlora group of stones
on the marshy banks of the
River Loughor at the wesiern

* edge of Glamorgan.
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Yer this was no story of
vandalism or the hasty act of a
zealous dev . The demo-
lion was deliderate and con-
wrolled and the pesitson of every
significant stone was carcfully
recorded. The stoncs will even.
tually be tra red 10 the
Welsh Folk Museum at St
Fagan's near CardifT, where the
church will be rebuilt and
reconsecrated.

Why this church has been
accorded such an extraordinary
treatment is that it contained an
almost complkte sheme of
medicval paisted  decorabion.
The paimins.n wo. have been
removed and are beleg ressored
in the conservation ratorics
of the arc ] riment
at University Coliege, CardifT,

They will eventually be re-
instated on the walls of the
rebuilt cherch, the losses made
good. so that visitors will see
Just what the inside of a meds-
cval church looked Like: not a
gloomy. bare stome interior, but
a blaze of colour, piturcs on

every wall, lmmm&g&m
ﬂmx on every arch and
around every window.

The medieval church of St
Talo at Llandeilo Tal-y-Bont
was ahandoned for services in
1972, but even then # had sween
?‘Ms\; three services a year since

The church was scheduled as
an ancient monument. mainly
because of the exceptionally fine
roof timbers and because of
small areas of pigment which
had become apparcat through
gaps in the whitewash and
which ted 1o the stafl of
the Royal Commission on An-
cient Monuments in Wales the
possibility of wall paintings

Scheduling provided no real
protection 10 such a remote

building and in 1984 the slates
were siolen from s roof This
evem spurred the commussion
10 investigate the possible paint.
ings further. The surprising
resull of these investigations
was the discovery of colour
underlying the whitewash on
almost  every internal  wall
surface.

Dr Eurwyn Wilam, of the
Welsh Folk Muscum, had been
on the look-out for just such a
church 1o add 10 its arra
carly buildings. Taking n
the building demanded prior
removal of the paintings; and st
some speed since they were
cruclly exposed 1o the weather.

A team of two staff, Dr David
Leigh and David Watkinson,
and six undesgraduate conservas
tnon stedents from the depart-
ment of archaeology at
l,'nn'enil{ College  Cardill
began work on the wall paint-
ngs in May 1985,

Their first task was 1o consoli
date with resins the adready
exposed pigment areas, some of
which were on plaster which was
banging ofl the stone walls. The
pcxt and major sk was w0
remove all the remaining lime-
wash overlying the paintings.

This phase of the operation
provaded the greatest excites
ment 28 hour by hour more of
the paintings were exposed 1o
view for the first time for mose
than 400 years, The extent and
the '::b;m matier of the rf-
yea Images weore truly
remarkable.

On the north wall of the nave
wils a unigue scene: the head
and shoulders of ChrisL. stanng
outwards from the wall. with
curly hair falting 10 each shoul
der. On enher side two ugly
faces with bulbous noses face
towards Christ and from their
mouths flies spittle which falls
down his face This & the
beblical sceme of the Mocking of
Christ. thought not to be de-
pecied on any other surviving
wallpainting in the British Isles.

Neat to this is the fieure of

of sixteenth contury and by some.

Chaist with his right hand raised
in blessang  Elsewhere there is
the scenc of Christ displayed 10
the crowd. bencath the woeds
Ecoe Homo, complete with a
crown of thorns and a ball and
chain. There is a probable scene
ol a deposition, and not far from
that a pectere of the dead Christ.

Clearly these paintimgs. to-
gether with an angel of passion,
comprise parts of a Passion
cvede. They are of the carly

body who knew something of
the current Remaissance styles,
o by the painted archisec-
tural detanls.

There are other paintings not
connected  with the  Passion
cycle, and of varying dates.
Perbaps most impressive of all
s a fulbength portrait  of
around 1400 of St Catherine
hodding a long sword, with, at
bor side, the lasge wheel with
curved kmfe-like blades round
s nm.

Such a wealth and diversity of |
surviving paintings in a single |
church is onal within any |
church in the British Isdes. and is

uite unbeard of in Wales |

‘here is mo doubt that this is the
richest discovery of wall-paing- |
ings in Wales for many years. |

The policy adopted on restor-
ing the punu is to infll
missing areas of colour where
one can be reasonable certain of
the arust’s intention, using
slightly different shades of re-
movabie colour. The infilled
arcas will be detectable but not
obtrusive.

The most important ulmiz
shoald be complete in ume

an exhibition in Cardull laser
this year. Thereafter they will go
back into the church afier it has
been transported and rebuilt.

Dr David Leigh is lecturer in
conservation at Universaty Coll-
exe. Cardui. Towy Parkinson is
an investgator for the Royal
Comorisson  on  Incem
Hessovscal Mowwments (Wales)
@ Aherystwath,

‘The Mocking of Christ, 2 wall painting that was exposed in St Teilos Church.



Bigbury 81063 Tho Vean,

Ringnore,
Kingsbridee,
Dr, Chris Ercoks,
38 Pa.:t“ Stroot, Q7 AL
Doar Dy, roolks,
Binemore OhaucolX Aroh,

When wo spolke on thoe dol a’tor I had rooceived
your lettor of 14 (adiressed the Rev, Ceorge Corbett,
now rotired as our ),{ounudt!ut,mn » you had
boen trying to find ocut about the Victorimn decoration put up

by Prodvondary Hingoston Randolph,

Cno of our roal vi s tollg no that she has one
of the metal sheots which uged vover the nave walls, Sho
renenbors that, at tho tino of their removal fro: the church
( 2 4n the 1530'a), her uncle, who had done a good deal of
oraft work for HeR and adml hin vory much, had b ocught tho
sheot away t.o‘groom it, Whon his ow wvas being altered
aftor his doath, sho HBad found the shoot and aoquired 1t,

I havo also come aoross an old (again probably of
the 1930's) photograph of the clurch, which I have had copled,
I enclose a copy should you wish to retain it, I have also
taken a couplo nore photographs of m;mnu T, oneisinea
clogso=-up of the pattern, which nay be o use to the D

Yours sincerely

ZI<—
7=5

LN
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following matters :3

1. ™e sondition of the paint anl the plaster
2 toolmiquo and the oconstitution

Je Tho moane of resoving tho remder that has deon

The for and tho
1.“‘3'&“ oleaning likely appeoaranoo
8, ™o ocoat of any weak rolated to the

differont optione avalladle under 6 and 7.



. THE PERRY LITHGOW PARTNERSHIP
b D A PERRY. NDD R P UTHCOW. BA M A PERRY, BA . CONSERVATORS

5 CHURCH LANE

CHIPPING NORTON
DP/SMP OXON. OX7 5NS

TEL STD. (0608) 3645

VAT REGISTRATION NO 348 7763 03
7th September 1987

R. C. Trant Esq.,
The Vean,
Ringmore,
Kingsbridge,
Devon,

TQ7 4HL.

Dear Mr.Trant

All Hallows Church, Ringmore

Thank you for your letter.

Unfortunately I have been unable to make the time to
carry out the inspection of your wall paintings and fear
that no date seems possible before October.

We will be working in Wareham during that month and
would be happy to look at the paintings then.

I understand however, that this delay may not suit your
plans and you may wish to contact other conservators. If
however the October date is acceptable, please let me know
as soon as possible to avoid any further delays.

Yours sincerely

' |

&)
) Do | C/W‘:j

David Perry
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Michelin Tyre Public Limited Company
Davy House, Lyon Road,
Harrow, Middx. HA1 20Q

telex: 919071 fax: O1-883 0680
tel- 01-861 2121

dcb/sr
14 September 1987

Mr R C Trant
The Vean
Ringmore
Kingsbridge
Devon

TQ7 4HL

Dear Sir

Thank you for your letter of 27th August. We apologise for the
delay in replying.

We are sorry that you should not have found the reference to
Parson's Quay in our guide 'England - The West Country' and
following your comments we shall consider most carefully the
possibility of an index reference to the text which is included
on page 114 under the heading 'River Tamar'.

We are sorry that you should have had such difficulty but trust
you will remain confident in our publications.

Yours faithfully
MICHELIN TYRE PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY

/

)
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The Vean
0548 810 663 Ringnore
Kingabridge

Dovon TQT 4HL

Your ref deb/ar

Tourisa Department
Michelin Tyre ple.

bavy House

Lyon Road

Harrow, Middx,, HA1l 2DQ

17 September 1787,
Deoar S8ir,

I an much obliged for your letter of 14 September,
I shall be going to Flymouth for the check to the car before
our Iberian trip and will check the reference you have given
in case it has a bearing on our gsearch,

Should anything of interest turn up I will keep
you informed in case it xu%ht be worth including a reference
to Ringnore in a future edition of "The West Country™,

I have beon told that the revisers of Povsnor afe quite
interested,

mithruny,
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I did write to Frof, Ortorc Tulioz when we stopped in

the Algarve, with thoe plotures, ut oo far have hoard nothing
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The Vean

Bighury-on-8oa
(o§aa) 810 563 -
Kingsbridge
Dovon TQT7 4HL
The Perry Lithgow
Partne D
5 Church Lane
Oxon, 5N8
18 April 1988
All Hallows Church, Rinfmore,

We don't seen to have much luck in getting in touch
th each other, Howover, ny annual church meeting has had
be adjourned until next Sunday, so we still have time, I
shall be glad to !mow if you have any idea when you be able
to visit Ringnore and report on the wall decoration, had been
hear from you sina we spoke on 8 November last and
that you would write,

about 1t, as there have been two 1T not three, pointers in the
dereccotion of the Alcazar thore,

R,C, Trant,

P.S. I have recontly net a Practitioner in another part of
your conscrvation mysteries who lnows of you and explained
sonc of tho poodblems of the husiness |
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The Vean
Ringnore
Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 4HL

Prof. Ramon Ortero Tunez
Facultad do Oeografia ¢ Historila
¢/ PFPlaza Universidad, 1
SANTIACO

Spain,
/pway 1988

- Eh1 o
’Vh“ﬁ CJF“““' “

Lo esoribi en inglés en nanuscorit del Algaree
incluycndo algunas fotograflas de la decoracign del arco
dol entre coro de nuestra poquela iglesia agul en Devon
y pddiendo si por casualidad Vd podria darnos informaclones

acerca del dibdujo de la decoraclon - que puede ser del
818].0 14 - 150

Despucs de partir del Portugal visitamos

Opranada v 0ér8@oba, Desgracidanente ©scoginos Donineoasgra
iw al bra y el Musco de Bellas Artes estadba cerr
pero un asiastiepte del Alhambra J un cura con un grupo

de amigos parecilan clertos de que hadbla un esladdn entre
1a8 fotografias y algo on ol Alcazar, Espero esoribir

al Director del Musco cuando haya sacado mejoras
fotografias que enviarlo,

En Cérdodba, por desgracia, no tuve tieupo de
visi la Universidad o un museo pero alguien (quien
parecia experto) commento "No, no, no aqui, Aqul
Husulman, Oreo Granada,"

Todo osto es muy sorprendiente y interesante,
Me pregunto si VA ha podide reconcer algo ? Estardé muy
agraGecido saber si os ¢l caso,

Remito adjunto un oupén de respuesta
internacional,

505 de YA A/'“ ahenbo S:f‘
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Zz&uég;on-doa The V. an,
)

Ringmore,
Ltingstrideo,
The Rural Doan, bevon, Q7 AHL
Woodleigh Deanery,
Thoe Viocarage,
Devon Road,
Saloombe, TQ8 8HJ,
30 March 1987

Dear Mp, Rural Lean
I onolose a copy of a letter I have written to

the leocturer mxoﬁmtim at Cardirs Ungorm.:ty, ﬁ;i:h 1:. n.:u-
oxplanatéry, aoemoaosghotooap artl
Tines axd of ny (vhich I be glad to have baock in
duo course, I have nore copies made if required or try to
talke nore ). ¥euld you pass thea on through the
appropriate o 8 please ?

Yours sincoroly
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THE PERRY LITHGOW PARTNERSHIP
D A PERRY. NDD R_ P UTHGOW, BA M. A PERRY BA ‘ CONSERVATORS

5 CHURCH LANE

[§ - S CHIPPING NORTON
("«/ 08 (LS8 O é 7 OXON. OX7 5NS
TEL STD. (0608) 3645

DP/SMP VAT REGISTRATION NO. 348 7765 03
010§
25th May 1988 e
(O §
R. C. Trant Esq., LA
The Vean,
Ringmore,
Kingsbridge,
Devon,
1Q7 4HL.

Dear Mr. Trant

I was most pleased to meet you at All Hallows on 29th
April 1988.

I enclose my vreport, photographs and account for the
inspection.

If you need any further information, please let me know.

Yours sincerely

~

gk‘. '\.'L\M {

pQDavid Perry

Enclosures
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DIOCESE OF EXETER

Diocesan House,

Pulace Gate,

DIOCESAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE Exeter EX1 1HX.

for the CARE of CHURCHES Exeter (0392) 72686

Our Ref: DAC/T. 14,2,/ Secretary: Miss ¥, Bethel Tth July, 1988

Tel.(home): Topsham (03S 287) 3748

R.C. Trant Esq.,
The Vean,

Ringmore,
KINGSBRIDGE, Devon,
TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr. Trant,

RINGMORE ALL HALLOWS: Chancel Arch wallpainting

Thank you for your letter of 24th June enclosing a copy of the estimate
for conservation of the above from Perry Lithgow Partnership.

Dr. Brooks reported to the Committee last year about the wallpainting.
and I will put your letter on the agenda for the next meeting on 22nd July,

in the hope that we can make some helpful suggestions about sources
of grant-aid,

Yours sincerely,

/ » ~ /‘, g B y
- " e f A s / :

(, b.L(fJé/wk et ;/ K 4 AL ‘f
Hon. Secretary

Excter Diocesan Board of Fimaece Limited  Repstered in England Compasy No. 186001  Registered OfTice as above



v Bigbury-on-Sea

(0548) 810 663 The Vean,
Ringmore,
Kingsbridge,
Devon, T(7

j [f August 1988,

The Seerctary,

The Council for the Jare of Churches,
83, Lomndon lalb,

Londen, EC2H 5lA

Doar 3ir,

Binsncre All Hallows, Dioe. Exetor
Chancel Arch wallpainting, |

I enclozo a copy of a letter I wrote to the Exeter
2.A.C, recently. The D,A.C, have now replied that the PCC
should apgly to you» Council for a gramt to enable the wall=-
painting to be cleamed, repaired an reserved, I shall be
tlad to kmow 1f this ivvver wWill guifice for the application

4HL

or if there are further detalls which the Oouncil will require

FPhotographs_ and sone bnckcgound infornation on the
paintings are avallable should they be useful.

Yours faithfully,

— %\ R, C. Trant,
Churchwarden,

e —

¢¢ Rector
or, Lrooks

[ Spare
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0548 810 663 The Vean,
Ringnoroe,
Kingsbridge,
Devon, TQ7 &4HL

A ANois mbar
25 Getobor 1990,
Koith COritohlow Esq,,
Departaont of Islamic Studies,
The Royal Colloge of Art,
London,

A~
Dear Mr, Critchlow,

At a Tanlly gathering in the > of this year,
I asked for help from ny nioce, Carolyn t, and ghe suggosted
that I shoRld approach you - hence ny temerity, I an the
churchwarden hore; our church has palnting on the chanocel arch
vhich has now been declared nedioval, possibly late 15th century
fron the plaster, Fevsner nade no oounont on it wvhon ho caw
the church, possibly because the nave walls were then covered
with gheets of ne t up by our Vietorian Rector and restorer,
and Pevsner conden all the painting as Victorian, I have
boon told that the now Edidor of Pevsner is improsced by the
arch, while another expert on church decoration thiniks 1t 1s
the best in Devon and possidly in the South West,

A year or twbd ago, a visiting 8leric asked 1f wo had
connection with St,Janep; he t t that he occuld see

sonothing of the cockleshell in the tﬁa tern, This was a new
idea to mejy I cannot sec it nyself though I agree that there
18 a possible,,, transmutation (?), lowever, I was golng

h Santiago lator in the {ea.r and vhik ihore, I agked the
Infornation Office for a possl le lead, They sent ne to Prof,
# Ranén Ortero Tufiez at the University, but unfortunately he
d1d not turn up when oxpected - and has/replied to two letters
(ny translator tells me that this is not uncomaom 1n Spain) nor
returned nmy photographs, When I went back to the Tourlst Office
thoy shook me soveorolys laking at the pistures, they sald that
1t was possibly a ™Moorish® design,

Having recovered from nmy shock, I decided to show the
photorraphs whorever people night Wo intorested, with the
following results § I showed them firat the pattern alone ) -

Coinbra (youn; art student guides at Museo Machado de Castro)
Arab" at once,

Lisbon - coaplote language block; no comaont,

Cranada (Sunday - Museo de Pellas Artes ologgg.:)‘e_

11 two attendants outside the Palace - 5
(11) a local {}z;:ost - in French = very interested; quite

certain t there was 1link with decorations in the
‘% oung. o o tmok:gvggg.oeg.abl ) imnediatel
Cordoba (X > art shop owneor f¢] e y
"Not here, borgp tNBoulﬁan. " (flaving read the Micheolln,
I :new what she meant)"Possibly Granada, "



2.

That is as far as I have got - nothing authoritgtive
tut quite mt.orcatig? (Perhaps I should say I have
looked at a mmbder pilerin churches on the routes de 8t,Jacques
in France in the of seeing sonething similar - without
success.) I ought write to tho Museo in Granada but I aa

a little ¢ of try Bgd.n usaln. I was wondering whether
to try the V., & A, vho?g net Carolyn, e

Could sucgest whore I night turn next, ploase ?
I ¥xnow that if 1t does turn out to be Arabic/Moorish, then we
are off on another trall - who ? wvhon ? how come ? Maybe I'll
leave that to ny sucocessors, By the way, Devon has been
woll Imown for producing pilgrims fron wayback, Pelng typlcal
Dovonians of course they did not go to Santiage by Dover and
the long wallk through France and n - they took boats
from the Tamar above Plynoubh to Vigo or Coruna and wallked
the twenty o» so kilometros up to Santlago.

Whon we have finished the neccssary work to stop
damp affecting the painting, we shall have to ralse the noney
to pay for the conservators to work on the plaster and nt;
not too much, thanlk goodness, bub we are less than 200 the
vil go I necd to have as good a story as I can to attract

cagh from English Horltage or whoever !

oy
gnvt:

L/&""/’ /

“ R, C., Trant,

Churchwardon, All Halloyp
Ringaore,



Kensington,
LOKDON,
6 Decenber 1990

Doar Secrotary,

Dr, Critchloy of the RCA Visual
Islanic & Traditional Arts, has sugrrooted
that I should check tho onclosod photographs
with your departaont,

The consorvator who studied the plaster
on which the design 1o tod, datos it
late 13th century, Varlous peoplo in Spain
and Portugal have oxpregsed opirlons that tho
desigr is ™loorish® or farabic"; (unfortunately
nylottorotoaﬁpanlabax'toxporthavonot
roceived replies).

If 1t 15, could it perhaps have been
takron fron naterial brought baclk scao tine
before by a orusader or, later, 'y a pilerin
to Santlaro do Compostolla (.om:l:‘%r in this

r

part of the country) ? A mm uggoulative
uugcoetiona have boon made to doseribo tho
pattorn added

- to which Dr.Critchlow has now
anothor,

Any load which night be civon will Lo
greatly a;preclated by

Yours
R, Ce Trant.,

(Churchwgrden, A1l Hallows Church,
Ringnoro. )
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English Heritage

Forress House 23 Savile Row London WX 1AB Telephone 071-973 3000 Fax 071-873 3001

Mr G Rogers

Wheelhouse Barn

Marwell Farm

Ringmore

NR KINGSBRIDGE "
Devon Direct dial:071 973 1142

){ June 1992

Dear Mr Rogers

You wrote to English Heritage as long ago as 13 March 1991 about
the painting discovered in Ringmore Parish Church and although

you had an acknowledgement from our Membership Department, as far
as I can make out you have not had any substantive reply from us.

I can only apologise for this appalling inefficiency and bad
manners. The fact is that your letter and photograph have only
just come to light among the papers of a staff member who has now
left the organisation.

The authority on medieval wallpaintings is Dr David Park of the
Courtauld Institute of Art, North Block, Somerset House, Strand,
London WC2R 2LS. I suggest that you contact him and I am
returning your photograph. The Courtauld Institute is in fact in
the process of establishing a nationwide inventory of medieval
wallpaintings and they will, I am sure, be interested in your
photograph.

I am very sorry that it has taken us so long to reply.
Yours sincerely

1 ) I e L2
’“Q'\" "pi.r{,,\- (tw-*' ;u ﬂ‘l I
TS

) |' w3
A HUNT W | W)
Casework Manager

Conservation South West f)jé{'ﬁq,.
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Tol, 0548 810 663

~ The Veah,
Ringnmore,
Kingsbridge,
Devon, TQ7 4HL,
Dr,David Park,
The Courtauld Institute of Art,
North Blosok,
Somersget House,
Strand, (8
London WO2R2LS, / é
7 Agust 1992,
{ 3 \/'_\
2)&u O Ta+4
All Hallows Churoh, Rinemore

I have boen referred to you by uhHoriugito
wvhom an architect, then resident in our sh,had writ
about thouupu.nuncontheohmolmhofmrohmh, A1l
Hallows, The west side of the are covered with a diaper
ttern; the conservator who 1 otod the ntings for us
?‘David Perry, Ferry Lithgow Partnership) reforted that the
work was "painted in the 800 secco technique®, The pattern
va.:. most unusual; he couldArecall anything sinilar from the
literature,

For some yeoars I have been tying to discover where
the p?t;cern might have come from, I enclose coples of
.

a letter to the RCA gett out the astory at the tinme,
Or, Critohlow referred me the V & A, vho thought that
the source for the painting was unlikely to have been from a
Spanish/Islanic textile, tut gave me a contact in the Faculty
Sellas Artes, Univ, Complutense in Madrid - which I have yet
to take up, ‘
(11) an extract from a local paper in the 1380s, Mr, Randolph
was our Rector for years, (He was an archaeclogist,
architect and archivist as well),
(111) Photographs of the arch and of the detall of the
pattern,

I shall be most grateful for any information tgou nay
boc able tc give and very happy to see you if you visit the
West Country at all,




Covy r Swrvey )
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548 810 663 MMriland

Ringmore

Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 4HR

Seremy Lake Esq.,

English Heritage

23 Savile Row,

London WIX 1AB 27 January 1997

All Hallows Church, Ringmore.

Thang you very much for your letter of 21 January (Confirming
my belief 1). Since you will be amending the entry in respect of

the church in general, may I ask you to consider also the
reference to the chancel arch?. :
It Eeads "Plain chancel arch with C19 painting whéhe,".

Some of ud here have never been happy with that description:
an architect then resident in our parish wrote to English
Heritageghbast 1t and Mr.Hunt, the Casework Manager, Conservation
South West, replied on 15 June 1992. By then, the writer
badmabmadmdhopm the letter to me when he came back
on leave; in turn I wrote to Dr.Park at the Courtauld Institute,
as suggested. He had never seen anything quite like the wall
painting; he thought He is probably 15th or early 16th century work.
The conservator who examined it in 1988 said that the plaster
was undoubédly medieval.

We would be very grateful if this could also be looked at.

Yours sincerely,
( C/ /’/'_-
‘k,'\"\ 1{’1 IQCQMt. ‘
. Churchwarden.
A/! Eivers LorreefzA On
hf’ Céf)j ./
ot gy

1
u}{a(_'rq ¢



15 October 1998.
1. Rang Mr.D.A.Perry of The Rerry Lithgow Partnership who had visited us

in1088 and reported on the wall painting. He has recently retired but

Mr.Lithgow is carrying on , He gave me Lithgow' s number 01608 658 067
2. Irang him in the evening (he is working in St.Albans]. He was
happy to help. and will look for our file at the weekend. I asked him 1f
he could give me an idea of the present cost of the work Mr.Perry had
recommended . ( The 1988 figure was £2,150 « VAT 5 this included

all expenses, except of scaffolding.) Since then there have been
considerable increases - e.g. the insurance for individuals working

up scaffolding is much more than they used to pay. He hopes to

pe able togive me a rough idea . Isaid of course we would not

take the figure as anything more than that.
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48 Park Street,

Crediton,
Davon.
EX17 3EH.
Mr R.C.Trant,
The Vean,
Risgmore,
PQ7 4HL. 3 July 1987
Dear MNr Trant,

As promised I recently visited Rimgmore again in company with John
Schofleld, who is a conservation and repair architect of considerable
experience. In his view the condition of the mural scheme does give
rise to concern. The principle worry i{s that the paint appears to be
begioning to flake away from the lime plaster to which it was applied
when the scheme was first carried out. The bhard render to the side
walls of the nave and the base of the tower arch may be a comtributory
factor in this process, though the main reason is probably simple age.
There has been some overpainting in the nineteenth century, but this
appears to be largely confined to the red. As far as he could tell, the
cracking that is evident on parts of the plaster presents no immediate

danger.

Such conclusions as John Schofield was able to come to were necessarily
tentative. Even so, he was sure that, if the mural decoration is to be
mde secure for the future, them it needs expert re-fixing, which may
involve cleaning as well. This can only be dome by a conservator
experienced in working on medieval paintwork and plaster. The first
step would be to commission a detailed report from the conservator. The
terms of the report should be quite specific and Jobn Schofield suggests
that it should concentrate on the following matters:

1. The physical condition of the paint and the plaster grouad.

2. The original painting technique and the constitution of the
modieval paint.

3. The means of removing the render that has been splashed onto
the scheme.

4. The extent of the nineteenth-century overpainting, how well
it is adbering, and whether there are any physical problems
in its relationship to the medieval paint.

5. The extent to which all the medieval paint has bean revealed.

6. The options for comservation and the extent of what can be
conserged.

7. The options for cleaning and the likely appearance of the
scheme after cleaning.

8. The cost of any work undertaken, related to the different
options available under 6 and 7.



Obviously any such report would cost money. The mural decoration is,
bhowever, of considerable importance and there should be a very good
chance of attracting grant aid, both for commissioning the report and
for approved subsequent work. 1 feel sure that Peter Burman, the
Secretary of the Council for the Care of Churches, will be very
interested in the Ringmore decoration and ! am sending a copy of this
letter to him.

The conservator that John Schofield recommends, both to compile the
report and to carry out any future work, is David Perry of the
conservation partnership Perry Lithgow. His address is 5 Church Lane,
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 SFS (Tel: 0608 3645). I have spoken
to hiam briefly and ! understand that, i{f the parish should decide to
proceed in the way | have outlinmed, 1t would be helpful to him if you
could get {n contact within the next six weeks.

Please do not hesitate to get in tuch with == on any matter arising out
of this that you would like to discuss.

Yours sincerely,

oA

Dr Chris Brooks

cc. Peter Burman
The Archdeacom of Totnes
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V" R ,.,’ 48 Park Street,

usd T A Crediton, €3 37
T
-~ Devon.

BX17 3BH. 32 IS
Rev. Georgé Cofbett,
The Rec)ofy.
Ringmore,
Kingsbridge,
Devon, 14 April 1987

Dear Mr Corbett,

1 am a lecturer at the University of Exeter and a memdber of the Diocesan
Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches. As part of my research, I
“visited Ringmore some four or five weeks ago and was surprised - and
delighted - to find the late medieval mural painting over the chancel
arch. This painting seems tc be almost unknown: certainly, it is not
mentioned in any of the standard scholarly works; yet it is of major
importance both aesthetically and historically.

1 re-visited the church more recently, accompanied by a former
colleague, Dr NMartin Cherry, who is currently assistant conservation
officer in Leicestershire. Primarily, I wished to show him the

painting, but I also wanted to ask his advice about its coadition, which ~
bad caused me some concern on my previous visit., I understand that you(” e

have been in contact with bim since then. My concern =~ which he
shares - relates to the hard cement render with which the side walls and
the lower part of the chancel arch has been covered. Firstly, a lot of
this has been splashed onto the medieval painting; secondly, it seens
likely that the render, being non-porous, is forcing damp up the wall
and this i{s beginning to damage the decoration.

In my view the mural painting needs to be inspected by an expert
conservator with a view to removing the render that has been splashed
onto it, and to sorting out the apparent problem of damp. Obviously
this will cost money, but, given the major importance of the mural, I
think there will be ways of securing grant-aid. I would be very glad to
know your views.

I am sending copies of this letter to Dr Cherry and to the Archdeacon of
Totnes.

P.«—

-7 I y
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THE PERRY LITHGOW PARTNERSHIP
D A PERRY. NDD R P UTHGOW. BA M. A PERRY. BA . CONSERVATORS

5 CHURCH LANE
CHIPPING NORTON
OXON.OX7 5NS

TEL STD. (0608) 3645

DP/SMP VAT REGISTRATION NO 345 776503

25th May 1988

ALL HALLOWS CHURCH, RINGMORE

1 visited the church to inspect the wall paintings on
29th April 1988.

The painting 1is situated on the chancel arch wall and
covers the whole of the upper part from capital Tlevel.
The design appears to be a highly stylized scallop shell
motif within a diaper pattern although this theory may
need to be reconsidered in the final analysis.

Condition

Painted in the fresco secco technique, it is difficult
to believe that this was the first representation on
the wall, although it is clear that if there was an earlier
painting it has been thoroughly scraped off. The plaster
seems to be the first application and consists of a slaked
lime and sand mortar, quite coarsely rendered.

Fortunately no so-called preservative, ie. wax, has been
applied to the surface and for this reason the physical
condition of the plaster and paint layer is comparatively
good. However, some deterioration caused by rising damp
is apparent, especially on the lower south side; obviously
a long standing problem.

Some rather crude retouching has been carried out in
the past and further disfigurement of the painting has
been caused by the splashing on to the surface of the
surrounding rendering. Although this does not cover
a large area, it is quite tenacious and will need to
be removed with great care to preserve the paint below.
It seems that the retouching was done with water-bound
paints which should be quite simple to remove.

An area in the centre of the wall above the arch appears
to be a 19th century repair, possibly where a rood was
once attached, and should be investigated.

/2



Page 2

ALL HALLOWNS CHURCH, RINGMORE
Treatment

1. Cleaning - this will need to be carried out using
dry methods, as the colour is susceptible to moisture

2. Stabilization - infusions of lime water will be applied
to strengthen the mortar, limewash and stabilize
the colour.

3. Repairs - all repairs will be carried out using slaked
Time and sand mortar integrated for strength and
tonality.

4. Removal of render - this may prove to be quite time

consuming, but might soften sufficiently after 1lime
watering to be removed with scalpels.

The general appearance of the painting would be course
be 1improved greatly by the processes described above,
but more pertinently, the physical decay would be arrested
and a most wunusual and interesting scheme preserved.

This work will take two conservators approximately two
weeks to complete at a cost of £2,150.00 + VAT,

The above quotation includes all expenses, except that
of scaffolding.
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PFigbtury-on-cea The Vean,
810 663
finmmore,

Kingsbridgce,
Devon, TC7 4HL

24 June, 1988

The Secretary,

Diocesan Advisory Comittee,
Diocesan House,

Exeter,

Dear lladan,
HEallows, B3 (T.24/2)

Chancel Arch lecoration,

During 1067, I was in correspondence with Dr,Irooks
(copled to the Archdecacon of Totnes) about the decoration
which covers the whole of the west side of the chancel
arch 1in All Hallows Churech,

Pr,Prooks, with 'ir,John Schofield, wisited the
chirch a year zro and recommended that we should obtain a
detalled report from a conservator, Uith the consent of the
Archdeacon, ny F,C.C, arreecd to comrission ao report from
Févy Lithgow rertnership, Iir,Terry recently visited RUngmore
an@ I enclose o copy of his report, You will see that hls
cstinmate for the work he consideras necessary, excluding the
cost of scaffolding, 1s £2,150 plus VAT - £2,573.

Asg you vill know fron the Dlocesan Uireclory, our
villare 1s small (under 20C adult porulation); with an sncient
church to kecF in the best order we can, exponditure of
this nature, hovever desiralble, is not sonethings ve couvld
undertake lichtly, I shall Le nogt (rateiul 4T the
Comnittee could (Ave advieo on the action the sl e B
should take,

Yours sincerely,
- ) J—
/—__-.
-
i, C.Trant,

Churchwarden,

ce, Ir,Chris Lrooka.)g‘/
The Archdeacon of Totnes.



DIOCESE OF EXETER

Diocesan House,

Palace Gate,
DIOCESAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE Exeter EX1 1HX,
for the CARE of CHURCHES Exeter (0392) 72686
Our Ref: DAC/T.14.2/88.370 Secretary: Miss ). Bethel 4th August, 1988

Tel.(home): Topsham (035 287) 3748

R.C. Trant Esq.,
The Vean,

Ringmore,
KINGSBRIDGE, Devon,
TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr. Trant,

RINGMORE ALL HALLOWS: Chancel arch wallpainting

Further to your letter of 24th June and mine of 7th July, I am pleased
to tell you that the question of the funding of conservation for your
wall painting was discussed at the recent meeting. It was agreed to
advise that your P.C.C. should make application to the Council for the
Care of Churches for a grant. and Dr. Brocks will support your case at
the next meeting of the Wallpaintings Committee of the Council. of which
he is a member. He will also discuss your case in advance of that
meeting with Dr, Richard Gem. of the Council,

I do hope that these steps will have a successful outcome for the parish.
Please do not hesitate to come back to us 1f you wish to discuss anything
further about it.

Yours sincerely,

| - ) ( 7 I
{ 7A) K %t/ (L( k/ c.c. Revd. A. Drowley
ZT1’Q\’r<L‘? .~ [ i Archdeacon of Totnes
Hon. Secretary (designate)

Exeter Diocesan Bozrd of Finance Limited Regisered i England Company No. 18600] Registered Office as above



Blgbury-on-Sea The Vean,

Kingsbridgoe,
Devon, TQT 4HL,
Poter ,
St D met, 2000

cce,

I an that I did not see you when
Lou visited Ringmore vith‘ogrx? Chris Brooks in Sop{enbor last -
t thaniyou for the emtry in our Visitors Book,

The roference in Mr,Perry's report to "a mgag
styllzed seallop shell notif™ repeats what a visiting priest
osted during our recent interregmm, when he enquired
if thore was any connection between All Hallows and Santiaro

de Compostella, I had to reply that nothing was inown of

;3 pllerin from the village., Lator in the g::r, I 'ztu::;tod
vho could give an opinion, Unfortumately, the Professor to
ﬁxm!)ndboenmterredﬁdnotarﬂveaseurtpeotodax:dl )
have received no replies to the two letters I have written,

Howover tho Information Office shook me by saying
that the motif reminded then of Moorish work, so I showed

:!nw pio{gro o{b:hnt a.longh to vuriou; other pooslg‘::{: the
wvorld on south through Podtugal an thréuch
Spain, with the following rosults s-

Coindbra "Arad®
Lisbon Fo connent

Granada (1) "Here"™ ( the Alhamdra)

(11) "Yes, here in the Alcagzar® - no
chance to chocl: further,

Cordoba "liot hore - here Mussulman: this
Moorish, perhaps Cranada,”

vhich arec in sting but not conclusive, Perhaps scmoone
in London nigh havonsim ?

Two furthor comments on this - rewered friond,
the Chairman of our Higtoriecal Soclety, %ginka it ocould well
be a stylized resentation of the view down our valley to
the sea at sunset, while I have recently como aocross a

/comment



soxont in Golin Platti's bvoo: "Hedioval B:(J.a.nd'.'* that

'omo of the qualities of tho Stoko Orchard palntings
15 a distinct Dyzantine influence, awing parallols
with comtomporary work, similarly influenced, at
the Palace of Westminster, counissioned by Hemry u B

A visit t.o Stole Orchard goens ealled for,

You —entioned our 19th contury glass in your
note., Our historians have found out that soveral of the
windows were designed by a nan fron Frome in Scaerset -
(? Howarth) Ionneotthoinfomtionifywmndmeto

have 1t,

Lo}
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The Council for the Care of Churches
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m\mrdmgrmbl EsG, Be gc, Dip. Arch. RIBA
138 Whi R
Tavistosk

Do, b Boresks ki

1 spoke to you 1n September 1ast about & pateh on

I enclose
the southern end of the on the ghancel arche
a ph:togmp ¢ the pa taken the mt&‘ vho 0
on the P Ling one of the = in 1?0 g (?)
(1 shall be grateful for their re i e course,

mme refesnce O this gat.ch in the conservator's
peport reads w. ., some deterlers ton camscd by rising damp 1s
appa.rom., espe;:\!;%lu {® 19 '8

long 8 bles
oS0t for the Oare of
br. 14ed, Quo

"a1gouss with you
devise & solution to this.
probles= and decld take mols
woekly for a peri gix veels

a local tool nire centre,. Sine
sonerote mixes, I used the 'ardl
I enclose the results, to

at the time.

Perhaps We can ar
to visit us to digouss ?

~
te Recoy R, C



Ringnore A1l Nallows
Chancel Arch molsture readings

Day Meter
Tues, 29 Nov 1,25
Tues, 6 Dee, 1,00
Non, 12 Dee, 0.7
Hon, 19 Dee, 1.5

mﬂ‘. & Dec. 1' 7

Tues, 3 Jan, '89, 1.15

'.l'hon::'r

S@ry'n

Plus 0,2

" o1

1,45
1.2
0.8
1.6
1.8

1.25

External wegthor

Heavy rain(o,6 in) after
dcy:’ of dryness,

1,85 ing 1n previous

72 hours,
6 s witthout rain (of
vmd:g two days 'damp')

4 days dry, 2 days mnist,

0,25 1ns., in ten days,

5 days ary,
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Edward Barnaby BSc Dip Arch RIBA

e Architect
myref. 6029 138 Whitchurch Road
your ref. Tavistock, Devon. PL19 9DE
(0822) 613840

R reexied 9 3/‘

¢ (v
(-( (S éu)
23rd January 1989 e . Reckon
R c Trant m ? v Naae (h\laonm)
The Vean
Ringmore
Kingsbridge
DEven TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr Trant
RINGMORE PARISH CHURCH

I confirm cur meeting on 20th January and set out below my comments and reccmmendations
on dampness affecting the ancient wall painting on the chancel arch.

Firstly, I thank you for your help in keeping moisture and weather records in relation
to this problem.

1 confirm that the painted plaster is affected by damp in the lower right-hand section
of the arch. Examination of the relatively recent render below the area in question
showed it to be off-key, which has probably been caused by moisture trapped behind.

There is no evidence in the unplastered masonry in the arch, nor on the floors of
any significant rising damp. Ground level cutside is low and appears well drained °*
and I can rule cut rising damp affecting the painted plaster.

The arrangement of rairwater gutters and pipes is poor and 1 suspect this to be the
primary cause of water entering the masonry in this area. Gutters are shallow and
contain an awkward bend and are liable to overflow easily.

1 reconmend that gqutters should be replaced with deeper sections fixed carefully
close under the eaves slates. Ideally, new gutters should be 4" x 3" cast iron

7( box section, though these are quite expensive. Each section should have a separate
downpipe, kept away from the internal angle of the wall. This present a small
problem as there is a gravestone close against the wall, preventing the construction
of a new gully.

Such an arrangement of gutters and pipes, if carefully maintained, should prevent
any quantity of water soaking the masonry in this wulnerable area.

The opportunity should be taken, whilst rairwater goods are taken down, to repoint
the masonry joints, at present hidden behind the rainwater pipes and hopper. This
should be done with care, using a mortar mix of 1 part cement, 2 parts lime and

9 parts coarse brown sard.

Internally, I recommend any practical measures that can be adopted to create an
airflow through the building and allow the masonry tobreathe. There are no opening
casements in windows and few opportunities to introduce these, because of extensive
stained glass. A casement could be fitted in the transept north window and, more
readily accessible, louvre framed glass replaced in the north chancel aisle window.

T i Y m; M~ / el

\< SQ,-‘- n\,v‘uu‘-t () ‘e
e Bamaby o 19]q[ga



R C Trant E=q
602972
23rd January 1989

The tower door and quatrefoil cpenings into the bell-chamber can be be opened to
introduce airflow from the tower. Needless to say, these nesd to be systematically
opened through the week and closed before the heating is switched on for services.

Remcval of the recent render on either side of the chancel arch will help the
masonry to breathe.

I hope this report will be helpful.

Yours sincerely

f;&u el %"ﬁﬂjﬁh

Edward Barnabwy
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CHANCEL ARCH
Note of telephone conversation with Dr, Frooks of the
Diccesan Advisory Committee, 12 April 1989

i Dr,Brooks hag discussed my letter of 11 February, which

enclosed Mr,Tarnaby's »r with the Chalirman (Frank Crowe
and other menbers zf tnSPBXHt o ( xU)

They think that the recommendations in the report put
forward an extreuzely sensible prograane,

2, Taken individually - the replacemcnt of the gutters necets
with Tull approval; 8" x 3" 1z the size the DAC nomally
rocomnends, The repcinting of the magsonry Joints should
¢ertainly be dome as proposed.

3., The internal proposals are also approved., They are not
Quite sure vhat Hr,Carnaby meant by Mouvre franed glass" but
think that he means a pand® of glass about a feot high, hinged
at the bottom, which opens into a 'hopper'. They suggesat that
ono of these should be inserted into both the snall aisle
window anG the north window (the central light) 4n the transept,

The two fims they recommend for thls work are
Luke, Dampmey & Co, of 27 K, YNew Street, Plymouth (tel,263149)

or David Cublin of 4 Well Stroet, Exeter (72709)
4, Finally, they think that the sugrested removal of the

render on the arch below the decoration les a very good idea;
it should be replaced with a lime-based plaster,

An Archdeacon's Certificate will cover all this work,

¢c Rector
Lt.Col, Cringhaw,
r,ilne-3Snméth,

R. C. TranT



Royal College of Art
R CTrant VISUAL ISLAMIC & TRADITIONAL ARTS

The Vean
Ringmore 13 November 1990

Kingsbridge
DEVON
TQ7 4HL

Kensington Gore, London sw 7 26U Telephone: 071 584 s020 Fax:oz1 225 1487

Dear Mr Trant

Thank you for your letter dated 9 November 90.

Dr Keith Critchlow believes that the photos you sent him may be angelic
wings. He suggests that you check with the fabrics people at the Victoria

and Albert Museum for guidance.

Thank you for your interest in the Visual Islamic and Traditional Arts.

Yours sincerely

Ririko Suzuki . | ,"
V.IT.A. Secretary ACK LY ’j fo

— J-/Ll
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4 January 1991

Mr R C Trant
The Vean
Ringmore
KINGSBRIDGE
Devon

TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr Trant

Thank you for your letter of 6 December and enclosed photographs of the wall-
paintings in the church. I do apologise for the delay in replying, but I have
consulted the Sculpture Section about the possible source of the design and
also moved offices, the latter with some resultant disorganisation I am
afraid!

As far as 1 am aware the source for these wallpaintings is unlikely to have
peen from a Spanish/Islamic textile. It was certainly a plausible idea but

I do not know of any Spanish textiles with quite this type of design although
many 'Hispano-Moresque' textiles do of course have infinitely repeated
designs so suited to the tenets of Islam.

However, a colleague in the Sculpture Section, Marjorie Trusted, has sent
me the enclosed photocopy of Hispano-Moresque plasteérwork in the Alhambra
nad this seems closer in style than any pattern I have seen on textiles.
She has suggested you might write to: Tonia Raque jo

Facultad Bellas Artes

Univ. Complutense

c/ Greco 2

MADRID 28040

Spain
who has apparently done a lot of work on Spanish influence on England and
also answers letters!

Textiles were frequently transmitters of design being easily portable,
but in this case not I think a direct influence.

Another colleague to whom I have shown your photographs has tentatively
suggested that the wallpainting does have strong similarities to mid 19th
century work of the type produced by William Burges, the British architect.
The colouring, she believes, is very similar and Lt also follows the style

felephone UT1-938 85400 Telex 268831 vicat . Faesimile 07 1-933 8458

Vietoria and Albert Museam Seuth Kensington London SWT 2R1



of the very distinctive light fittings, which date from this time. 1Is it possible
that such a fashionable architect could have decorated the church at this time or
possibly completed restoration work in this very distinctive style?

I am returning your photographs.

Yours sincerely

54;144% ¢£4_2>»J:21£Z__

Linda Woolley (Miss)
Assistant Curator
Textiles and Dress

Encs
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The Vean,
Ringnore,

Kingsbridge,
Devon, Q7 4mL,

8 Jamuary 1991
Miss Linda Woolloy
Textileos and Drosa
Victoria & Albort "ugeun
Xons
LOKOON,

A

- _J. . “} {

Thank you very much for your lottor of 4 Jamuary, I an
ouoch obucox to you and your colleagueca for the udvi& and
infornation, which I m{ follow up,

Jertainly I havo seen the diapor pattern in both plaster
and bLriok in a muaber of places in Iberia, The ‘wt«oocp{h:r
the Alhaabra sent me to books 3 in faot I think t
the framewvork is nore obvious in tographs taken from the
inneodiately opposite side of the fountaln MMomuments of
Civilisation: Islan® p,176 and tho tourist guide to "The Alhanbra
and the Genoralife" pp, 374 43), Whon last at tho Alhanbm,
hy 2 nnicbodmr{mr. I showed my photographs to attondants
outside the (closed) 'fuseo do Te Artes and to a Spanish priect

friends around; both saild "Herel™ mut we did not have

tine to go haock - soarch, lator in our tour, an arteghop owner
in Cordoba said "Not hore; here Musgulnan, I think Cranada, ®,
wvhioh wag interosting, Pe Ja, Raqueojo will be more helpful
than Frof, Ortero Tunesz att tiago.

Ao for the colourimg ; undoubtfdly a snall amsount of roe-
touching was done in the 1570'03 our ingpecting conservator sald
that the red then usod was not avalladble in earlier centurics
aut tho rest appeared to be modieval, Our thon Reotor, who
reatored the ¢ h, wrote "The walls of the lave were ;lastered
throughout and rio adorned with ocolour, of which there were
traccs everywhere, " (oes on to say that the plaster on walls
other than this intornal arch was "so utte rotton that none
of 1t could be rotained" but that this pain Mhadbeen hidden
Ly suoccesaslve coata of coarse plaster and whi on wvhioh
several sets of been coarseoly/at successive

the Leaalogue
§ototous troasurd ol antiont virlage-are vRash they Sebseatod ¥

Tho 1ight fittings also date fron this rostomation, (We have

X We have no reference to 1ink with
%glwosggcou;o asﬁ.g" & t ar any moonoy would have %blo for a

faghi E f
also mmwmim 3’5’ mﬁi%:tgg-w voﬁ'm
pown of Durges' work,
> ——__
/ : ALy ) .k
i R, C, Trant,
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UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

CONSERVATION OF WALL PAINTING DEPARTMENT
COURTAULD INSTITUTE OF ART
Somerset House, Strand, Loadon WC2R 0RN
Telephone: 971 - £72 0220

2 September 1992

MrR. C. Trant
The Vean
Ringmore
Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr Trant,
All Hallows Church, Ringmore
Thank you for your letter of 16 August, with its interesting enclosures.

I have never seen anything quite like the wall paintings in your church, but I think
it is probably 15th- or early 16th-century, and quite substantially retouched in the
19th century. I believe it is most likely to have formed the backdrop for a
sculptured rood placed within the chancel arch, or perhaps on the chancel arch
wall itself (since from the photographs it would appear that there are repainted
plaster repairs in the appropriate locations).

Other examples of such painted backdrops to a rood exist e.g. at Llantwit Major
(Glamorgan), and at Compton (Surrey) where there is a perspectival lozenge
pattern, but I have not come across an example similar to the design at
Ringmore. If I do, I will let you know. Like you, I cannot see a cockleshell in the
pattern, but in general the style and diaper patterning would not seem to require
a non-English source. ~—

o ol

David Park
Head
Conservation of Wall Painting Department
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The mural is most attractive, isn,t (t?
My initial thought is that it imitates the patterns of murals in early
Roman churches, in Rome, and so I think it's worth locoking through
books on the murals in Roman churches. Mosaic decoration was
thought appropriate for the triumphal arch before the chancel and
high altar apse.
Secondly, since the date is rather late for imitating mosaic, the idea
could be to imitate a cloth of honour or tapestry such as is found in
paintings adorning a throne of a secular monarch, or hanging on a
seat framing the portrayal of the Virgin or Christ. The way the
pattern disappears behind the rosette-adorned framing of the gothic
arch would support the idea of imitating a tapestry/woven cloth
pattern. So one line of enquiry would look at books on tapestry and
woven designs in silk from Italy etc., or tapestry from England (at 'I Hzt: . D
the National Art Library in the V and A, for instance). However, the VJ’:F' ;,_'.-T’
painting does not imitate the folds of cloth in a hanging, so that

perhaps the mosaic is still a good option.

The motif is difficult to describe. Presumably, it is many removes
from some original naturalistic image. Again, it makes me think of the
fan vaults or apses in Roman churches which recollect the shell-
vaulted mosaics adorning Antique/Imperial Roman vaults, as in/like

the San Clemente in Rome.

1 fear that my experience of Italy/Rome is biassing my response
rather unfortunately. It may be that a gothic expert with knowledge
od:, French and German would respond differently. Meanwhile I would

search out English and Italian textiles and Roman mosaics.

DR. Cdlirme Koy
Sevies Ladvne : Ope,- Wh;ws;al‘l'.

B A —— ——



Belle Vue
Ringmore
Kingsbrid
South Devon
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